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Pele kicks a soccor ball
Chaplin dances the blues

Nishimatsu Fuei
in willow-patterned kimono
sits with compact charisma

her shamisen strums

and high-flying voice
evoke a bygone age

of estheticized sadness

she
and
she
and
she
and

is gentle Genji

his best friend To no Chujo
is Aoi possessed

the childish Murasaki

is Yugao fragile as dew
jealous Rokujo gone mad

she is the perfume
the sight the touch
of woman and man

as essences

she enfolds the audience
in her magic carpet
when she stops playing
everyone disembarks
levitating with ears
hollowed to ecstasy
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on a cushion on the hardwood floor
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